Effects of dihydropyridine calcium channel modulators in the heart: pharmacological and radioligand binding correlations.
Bay k 8644 produced a concentration-dependent positive inotropic effect followed by a negative inotropic effect in isolated and intact cardiac preparations. Nimodipine in low concentrations produced slight positive inotropy and in higher concentrations, the usual negative inotropic action. Radioligand binding experiments revealed equilibrium dissociation constants that, taken together with the pharmacological data, suggest that dihydropyridines bind to receptor subtypes and have varying intrinsic activities.